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	Naught can Stop Yourself
	except You
	By Amy Wan
	Beginner’s stage: Amy’s aspiration in Toastmasters
	Still, remember the first year I joined my home club in my university – HKU Campus Toastmasters Club, with my faith, to improve my English public speaking skills and to wish in one day I could have chance to employ my knowledge to contribute to the community, and see more and more people’s smiling faces. Toastmasters is the place that brings my belief to come true.
	The first year in my home club was in a very harsh time, we lost our members substantially. Many long-stay members have lost their confidence and passion to the club owing to the mismanagement in our club. They could not find a way to grow themselves anymore, finally, many of them determined to leave with their disappointment. At the very beginning, the loss of these passionate and sedulous Toastmasters buddies distressed me a lot, closing to the second half of the term time, there were no more than five members who were willing to join the meetings anymore. Though it may consider that uni students are occupied with ‘tons’ of strenuous schoolwork and sometimes over-embellished schedule, it is still unusual to see a devoted Toastmasters in their uni not to allocate their time to Toastmasters with their aspiring longing to learn and improve. Then, all the signs could show that it was really a covert yet urgent problem that had to be solved in my home club.
	On-going stage: keep moving on with my ‘original’ belief
	In the second year, I have no hesitation to participate in the exco-team of my home club because I truly believe and recognise that Toastmasters is one of the awe-inspiring places for people to grow and realise their potential. I, myself, have pleasurably received many people’s help and inspiration in my first year. This is me, a person, who without public speaking experience in the beginning, is very anxious in expressing myself in front of the people on stage. My feet, fingers, limbs were uncontrollably trembling whenever I was on stage. Howbeit, so grateful that I have been guided by so many experienced Toastmasters, like my current mentor – Aaron Leung, He is undoubtedly very helpful to provide me lots of constructive suggestions when I am in the public speaking journey. Meanwhile, the current club President Joy Pamnani, she herself is very diligent to share her experience to me sincerely. I feel so powerful to address the club’s problem with her support. Throughout the journey in Toastmasters, I have met innumerous buddies who have bright minds and outstanding personal styles with their extremely impressive talents – my friends Vincent Chu, Angel Chan, Angela Feng, Joyce Wang, and so many others couldn’t be listed all herein. Also, I will never forget the effort of my current exco-team, everyone is put together to achieve the same goal. Specially, pointing to the dramatic increase in membership in 2019 is doubtlessly because of the entire team’s hard work. In the end, we, as a team, are also among the top 5 in the district.
	Current planning and thought in Toastmasters
	Until then I am still very thankful to be able to meet so many experienced and kind-hearted Toastmasters, I have to particularly give my thank to PH Ong, Coen Zeng, Irene Kwok, Joey Lee, and so many other respectable Toastmasters who giving me valuable chance and good advice not only to my pathway in Toastmasters but also to my life. In the past few months, this is my pleasure to participate in the contests and help in the area and division level because some of their kind invitation. Though some of the contests were very close to my exam period in the university, it turns out a great success on giving my time to help more people in Toastmasters, as well as to manage my schoolwork well. I sincerely believe all this experience is very helpful for preparing myself to continue contributing to Toastmasters and to fulfil my goals step by step: to employ my knowledge to contribute to the community, and see more and more people’s smiling faces!
	Amy is a year-2 student studying Bachelor of Social Sciences (Government and Laws) and Bachelor of Laws at the University of Hong Kong.

